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himself, for in such matters he is not allowed to follow
(taqlld) the opinion of others.

A mujtahid is likewise under a " personal obligation " to
exercise ijtihad for others when the matter does not admit
of delay.

When a person asks for the opinion of a mujtahid in
order to meet a situation, the exercise of ijtihad concerning
that situation becomes a fard kifayah obligation upon all the
mujtahids, and especially the mujtahid whose opinion was
requested. When any one of these mujtahids renders an
opinion upon the matter, the rest are absolved from the
obligation, but if, notwithstanding the clearness of the
question, they all refrain from rendering an opinion, they
all become sinners. They are, however, excused if the
question is ambiguous, but in such cases they must continue
their investigation until they solve it.

When the mujtahid is asked to give his opinion on a case
that has not as yet occurred, or when he considers such a
case of his own accord, the obligation to render the opinion
is not of the fard but only of the mandub category.

The mujtahid is not allowed to change his opinion con-
cerning the same case, although he may render a new and
different opinion in the future concerning an identical case.

The conditions pertaining to the mujtahid are the fol-
lowing: The mujtahid must know many sciences and have
many attainments. He must know the sciences of Koran,
its legal and literal meanings, its divisions, and, some say,
he must remember even the textual words, though others
claim that the ability to trace them is sufficient. He must
know the science of the sunnah, the ways of its transmis-
sion,1 the texts and meanings (if transmitted in meaning),

1 Al-Taftazani says that owing to the great distance of time it is now
impossible to know all about the transmitters and that therefore it is
enough to rely on hadith-collections like that of al-Bukhari (Talwih,
P. 555)-